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What is First Flush?  

ÅFirst big rain of 
the season 

 
ÅFreshwater runoff 

enters storm 
drains  

 
ÅHigh pollution  

 
ÅSample at outfalls 

to ocean 
 
ÅOct 14 th : 0.45 in  
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Partners  
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Objectives  

É Better understand pollutant loads during the first 
significant rain of the season 

É Identify what pollutants are of greatest concern 
and where  

É Provide information to support water quality 
improvements  

É Establish a continuous and consistent water quality 
dataset  
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2016 Sample Sites  
Montara /Moss Beach:  
7 th  Street  
Vallemar  Street  
Weinke  Way  
San Vicente Creek Mouth  
 

Pillar Point Harbor:  
West Point Ave  
Vassar Street  
Capistrano Street  
Denniston Creek  
 

El Granada:  
El Granada Storm drain  
Surfers Beach  
 

Half Moon Bay:  
Frenchmans  Creek  
Pilarcitos  Creek Mouth  
Arroyo  Canada Verde Creek  
Kelly Ave  
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What are we testing?  
Pollutant  Potential  Sources  Effects  

Fecal Indicator 

Bacteria (E. Coli, 

Enterococcus)  

Feces of warm blooded 

animals (ex: pet waste, 

human sewage) 

Indicator for human 

pathogens and health 

impacts  

Nutrients (Nitrate, 

Orthophosphate)  

Fertilizers, pesticides 

detergents, human  

waste  

Eutrophication/harmful 

algal blooms-ecosystem and 

recreation impacts  

Metals (Copper, 

Zinc, Lead)  

Brake pads, tires, 

streets,  industrial 

waste, roofs, gutters, 

downspouts 

Impacts to aquatic 

organisms and human 

health  

Total Suspended 

Solids  

Construction sites, 

erosion, agricultural 

runoff  

Sedimentation, respiratory 

effects in organisms  
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Physical Tests  
 
 
 
 

ÅTransparency  
 

ÅpH 
 

ÅElectrical conductivity  
 

ÅWater temperature  
 

ÅObservations: trash,  
odor, bubbles, scum, oil  
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Train and Mobilize Volunteers  


