
 
 
 
  

Memorandum 

 

 

Date: September 17, 2026 

To: Board of Directors 

From: Kellyx Nelson 

Re: Status of Declaration of Emergency and Authorization for Noncompetitive 
Procurement for Wildfire Risk Reduction Activities 

 
This memorandum provides a status of the declaration of emergency and authorization for 
noncompetitive procurement for wildfire risk reduction activities originally dated August 
20, 2026 (Appendix A). Per the declaration, at each regularly scheduled meeting thereafter 
until the emergency is resolved, the Executive Director shall report: 

 the current status of the emergency; 
 contracts and purchases made under this declaration; 
 the purpose and amount of each procurement; 
 the basis for using the emergency exception; and 
 whether continued emergency procurement authority remains necessary. 

 

I continue to find that the catastrophic wildfire risks identified in the Governor’s March 1, 
2025 proclamation (Appendix B) affect the communities, landscapes, infrastructure, 
evacuation routes, watersheds, and natural resources served by the RCD. The following 
findings from August 20th also continue to be true: 

1. Effective wildfire risk reduction depends on timely access to qualified contractors, 
consultants, equipment, materials, environmental support, and specialized services. 

2. Many wildfire risk reduction activities must occur within limited seasonal, biological, 
operational, access, permitting, funding, or weather-dependent work windows. 

3. Contractor and equipment availability may be constrained by regional demand, 
active wildfire response, prescribed-fire schedules, environmental work windows, 
grant deadlines, and other time-sensitive conditions. 

4. Requiring a formal competitive solicitation for each emergency procurement may 
delay or prevent the RCD from completing necessary wildfire risk reduction work 
during available implementation windows. 



 
 

 
 

 These delays may increase costs, jeopardize grant funds, postpone critical 
treatments, reduce the availability of qualified contractors and equipment, or leave 
communities and public assets exposed to avoidable wildfire risks. 

 Immediate action is therefore necessary for qualifying procurements, and the 
emergency will not permit the delay associated with a competitive solicitation when 
the project-specific circumstances described in this memorandum and the 
associated procurement record apply. 

The following procurements are for projects authorized by California Natural Resources 
Agency and California Environmental Protection Agency as qualifying under the Governor’s 
Emergency Proclamation (see Appendix C): 

 

 Montara Prairie Renewal and Wildland Urban Interface Fuel Reduction Project. The 
RCD is contracting with Brush Hog Tree Care, Inc for up to $93,070 for vegetation 
management in Montara and El Granada on property owned by Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. 
 

 Pedro Point Headlands Wildfire Resilience Project and Highway1 Fuel Break Project. 
The RCD is contracting with Bay Area Tree Specialists for up to $818,554.41 for 
vegetation management in Pedro Point and along Highway 1 beginning this month 
or October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Appendix A 

August 20th declaration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 
 

 
 

 

Appendix B 

Executive Department, State of California:  
Proclamation of a State of Emergency 

  



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS in October 2015, Governor Brown proclaimed a State of 
Emergency to exist in California due to a vast tree die-off throughout the state, 
which increased the risk of wildfires; and 

WHEREAS this tree die-off has continued to worsen forest conditions, 
creating extremely dangerous fire risk; and 

WHEREAS in March 2019, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 
California due to catastrophic wildfire risks created by forest conditions, 
facilitating the completion of high-priority forest management projects through 
suspensions of various permitting and environmental review provisions; and 

WHEREAS wildfires in California have grown in size, duration, and 
destructiveness because increasing whiplash between periods of extreme rain 
and extreme drought has caused accumulation of fuels in the State's forests, 
the majority of which are owned and managed by the federal government; 
and 

WHEREAS several of the most costly fires have occurred in the Wildland 
Urban Interface, including most recently the January 2025 firestorms in Los 
Angeles County; and 

WHEREAS there are millions of housing units in the Wildland Urban 
Interface, and the majority of these structures reside in high or very high fire 
hazard severity zones, and immediate action is needed to prevent similar 
wildfires in the imminent future; and 

WHEREAS because of these conditions, the Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection developed the California Vegetation Treatment Program (CalVTP) in 
2019, to streamline environmental review of vegetation management projects 
through reliance on a programmatic environmental impact report covering 20 
million acres of the State; and 

WHEREAS 106 projects have been approved to date under CalVTP, 
including prescribed burns, mechanical treatment, manual treatment, herbicide 
application, and prescribed herbivory projects; and 

WHEREAS even with the success of CalVTP, more is needed to expedite 
critical fuels reduction projects in more areas of the State, including those not 
yet covered by CalVTP, to protect the lives and property of Californians; and 

WHEREAS certain statutory, regulatory, and administrative requirements, 
including, but not limited to, studies, publication periods, and season-specific 
surveys, significantly impede State and local agencies' ability to immediately 
permit and implement necessary projects to protect the lives and property of 
Californians; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8558(b), I find 
that the circumstances of the catastrophic wildfire risks created by forest 



conditions across the state, by reason of their magnitude, are beyond the 
control of the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single local 
government and require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions 
to combat; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8558(b), I find 
that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property exist within 
the State of California due to these conditions; and 

WHEREAS under the provision of Government Code section 8625, I find 
that local authorities lack the resources needed to cope with the emergency; 
and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 
that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this order 
would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of the catastrophic 
wildfire risks created by forest conditions across the state. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, 
Government Code section 8625, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY to 
exist within the State of California due to these conditions. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. All agencies of the state government utilize and employ state 
personnel, equipment, and facilities for the performance of any and all 
activities consistent with the State Emergency Plan. Also, all residents 
are to obey the direction of emergency officials with regard to this 
emergency in order to protect their safety. 

2. State statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the 
jurisdiction of boards, departments, and offices within the California 
Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural Resources 
Agency are hereby suspended to the extent necessary for expediting 
critical fuels reduction projects, as defined in Paragraph 4, are initiated 
this calendar year, and that the suspension is approved by the 
appropriate Agency secretary as provided in Paragraph 3, and 
subject to Paragraph 5. Laws suspended by this paragraph include, 
but are not limited to, the California Environmental Quality Act (Division 
13 (commencing with section 21000) of the Public Resources Code 
and regulations adopted pursuant to that Division) and the California 
Coastal Act (Division 20 of the Public Resources Code, commencing 
with section 30000, and regulations adopted pursuant to that Division). 

3. Individuals or entities who desire to conduct activities under the 
suspension of statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements specified in 
Paragraph 2 shall first request that the appropriate Agency Secretary, 
or the Secretary's designee, make a determination that the proposed 
activities are eligible to be conducted under the suspension. The 
Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency shall use sound 
discretion in applying this authority to ensure that the suspension serves 



the purpose of accelerating critical fuels reduction projects, while at 
the same time protecting public health and the environment. Each 
Agency shall maintain on its website a list of all suspensions approved 
under this Paragraph. 

4. Critical fuels reduction projects eligible for suspension of statutes, rules, 
regulations, and requirements specified in Paragraph 2, shall include as 
a primary objective at least one of the following activities: 

a. Removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; 

b. Removal of vegetation for the creation of strategic fuel breaks 
as identified by approved fire prevention plans, including without 
limitation CAL FIRE Unit Fire Plans or Community Wildfire 
Preparedness Plans; 

c. Removal of vegetation for community defensible space; 

d. Removal of vegetation along roadways, highways, and 
freeways for the creation of safer ingress and egress routes for 
the public and responders and to reduce roadside ignitions; 

e. Removal of vegetation using cultural traditional ecological 
knowledge for cultural burning and/or prescribed fire treatments 
for fuels reduction; or 

f. Maintenance of previously-established fuel breaks or fuels 
modification projects. 

5. Any activities performed under the suspension of statutes, rules, 
regulations, and requirements specified in Paragraph 2 shall be in 
accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan, or a 
comparable plan describing how such actions will balance 
expeditious fuels reduction and environmental protection. 

6. The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection shall take immediate steps to 
update the California Vegetation Treatment Program Environmental 
Impact Report (CalVTP EIR), in consultation with the California Natural 
Resources Agency and others as appropriate, to increase CalVTP's 
efficiency and utilization, in order to continue promoting rapid 
environmental review for large wildfire risk reduction treatments. In 
addition to accessing expertise from all appropriate state agencies, 
this process should also include public workshops with practitioners to 
solicit feedback on experiences during implementation in the first five 
years of the CalVTP and suggested improvements. 

7. As necessary to assist local governments and for the protection of 
public health and the environment, state agencies shall enter into 
contracts to arrange for the procurement of materials, goods, and 
services, including housing for hand crews and required pre-work 
environmental surveys, to quickly assist with the response to this 
emergency and to achieve the purposes of this Proclamation. 
Applicable provisions of the Government Code and the Public 
Contract Code, including but not limited to travel, advertising, and 
competitive bidding requirements, are suspended to the extent 



necessary to address the effects of this emergency and to carry out 
the purposes of this Proclamation. 

8. The Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency shall confer 
with subject matter experts, including those within their respective 
Agencies, and provide to me, within 60 days, their consolidated 
recommendations for increasing the pace and scale of beneficial fire 
in California. These may include recommendations to ensure more 
consistency among local air pollution control districts and increasing 
allowable burn days. 

9. The restrictions set forth in Penal Code section 396, which are 
automatically triggered upon proclamation of a state of emergency, 
are suspended, and no such restrictions are imposed, with respect to 
this State of Emergency. 

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this Proclamation be 
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and 
notice be given of this Proclamation. 

This Proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or 
benefits, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the 
State of California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or 
any other person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 1st day 
of March 2025. 

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 



 
 

 
 

Appendix C 

Authorizations by California Natural Resources Agency  
and California Environmental Protection Agency 



 

Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

 
Wade Crowfoot 

Secretary for Natural Resources 
 

Yana Garcia 
Secretary for Environmental Protection 

 

 

 
 
Date:   March 24, 2026 
Project No.: feb573cd-6b6e-47d0-8ebb-18962faff734 - Rancho Corral de Tierra Vegetation 

Management Project 
 

SECRETARIAL SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 
 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
On March 1, 2025, Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency to exist in the State of 
California due to the catastrophic wildfire risks created by forest conditions across the state. It was 
extended by Executive Order N-38-25, signed on December 31, 2025. The Proclamation suspends 
state statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the jurisdictions of the boards, 
departments, and offices within the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the 
California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) to the extent necessary for expediting certain critical 
fuels reduction projects. It requires individuals or entities who desire to conduct such activities under 
the suspension to request that the appropriate agency secretary, or the secretary’s designee, make a 
determination that the proposed activities are eligible to be conducted under this suspension. (That 
determination is referred to herein as the “secretarial suspension authorization” or “suspension 
authorization.”) The Secretary for CalEPA and the Secretary for CNRA must use sound discretion to 
ensure that the secretarial suspension authorization serves the purpose of accelerating critical fuels 
reduction projects, while at the same time protecting public health and the environment.  
 
The Proclamation further provides that critical fuels reduction projects are eligible for a suspension 

authorization only if they are initiated and if they include as a primary objective at least one of the 

following activities (“permissible primary objective”): removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; 

removal of vegetation for the creation of strategic fuel breaks as identified by approved fire prevention 

plans, including without limitation CAL FIRE Unit Fire Plans or Community Wildfire Preparedness 

Plans; removal of vegetation for community defensible space; removal of vegetation along roadways, 

highways, and freeways for the creation of safer ingress and egress routes for the public and 

responders and to reduce roadside ignitions; removal of vegetation using cultural traditional 

ecological knowledge for cultural burning and/or prescribed fire treatments for fuels reduction; or 

maintenance of previously-established fuel breaks or fuels modification projects. 

The Proclamation further requires that any activities performed under the suspension be in 

accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan describing how such actions will balance 

expeditious fuels reduction and environmental protection. The Statewide Fuels Reduction 

Environmental Protection Plan was developed by CalEPA, CNRA, the California Air Resources 

Board, the California Coastal Commission, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the State 

Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

(each a Regional Water Board), the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the California 

Geological Survey, to apply to fuels reduction projects granted a secretarial suspension authorization. 

The EPP is appropriate for application to certain fuels reduction activities. It specifies methods 

https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf


intended to allow the fuels reduction activities to continue without delay while still preserving the intent 

of the suspended laws and protecting the environment.  

John Martinez (Applicant) has submitted a request for a suspension authorization (Application) on 

December 23, 2025. Applicant has included a description of the work, a description of treatment 

activities, a long term maintenance/retreatment plan and included a project map. The activities 

described in the Application are hereinafter referred to as the Project. The information contained in 

the Applicant’s Application is hereby incorporated by reference. 

CONDITIONS OF SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 

The suspension of laws set forth below is conditioned on the following: 

1. Applicability: This suspension authorization applies only to the Project. It does not

apply to any activities not set forth in the Application. This suspension authorization

does not alter any requirements imposed by any law not specifically identified herein,

including local and federal laws, and any material modification of or departure from the

Project described in your Application may independently trigger obligations under the

state laws identified in this authorization.

2. EPP:

• The Project must be conducted in conformance with the EPP. This suspension

authorization is only valid to the extent the Applicant and individuals conducting

Project Activities comply with the EPP. Failure to comply with the EPP, and with

any applicable federal and non-suspended state and local environmental laws

and regulations, may result in an enforcement action by CalEPA departments

and/or CNRA departments.

• Staff of the State Water Board, appropriate Regional Water Board, California Air

Resources Board, California Coastal Commission, the California Department of

Fish and Wildlife, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the

California Geological Survey will have the opportunity to inspect operations and

verify proper implementation of best management practices and other measures

set forth in the EPP. Inspections may occur throughout the life of the project and

within eight months of filing a Notice of Completion to the State. Staff will ensure

they provide reasonable notice to the applicant for all site visits. Applicant must

work with staff to ensure access is granted.

• The EPP may be amended at any time during planning or implementation of

project activities. The Project must be conducted in conformance with the then-

applicable EPP. If such amendment occurs, CNRA and CalEPA will notify all

applicants of such changes.

3. Qualified Responsible Party:

• All Project work must be conducted by or under the direction of a qualified

responsible party, such as a Registered Professional Forester, Certified

Rangeland Manager, qualified vegetation management contractor, qualified

incident commander, certified arborist, certified burn boss and/or authorized

cultural burner.

• If no qualified responsible party was listed in the Application, or the Applicant

substitutes a different or adds additional qualified party/parties, Applicant must

submit a Notice of Qualified Responsible Party prior to commencement of on-the- 

ground work.



4. Landowner Consent: Applicant must have a legal entitlement to enter the property or

consent of landowner of record.

5. Commencement and termination of on-the-ground project activities:

• On the ground fuel project activities must commence no later than October 15,

2026.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Commencement to CalEPA, CNRA, and the

applicable CAL FIRE unit prior to commencing on-the-ground project activities

and specifying the date on which on-the-ground project activities will actually

commence. Ideally, this will be the same date set forth in the Application. The

Notice of Commencement must set forth the target completion date.

• Operations should conclude no later than 2 years after commencement of on-

the-ground project activities.

• In the event operations will not conclude before the target completion date

identified in the Notice of Commencement, Applicant must submit of a Notice of

Amended Completion Date prior to the previously identified target completion

date.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Completion promptly after on-the-ground work

has been completed. The Notice of Termination will specify the date on which on-

the-ground project activities concluded and identify the total acres treated.

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CALEPA 

I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension authorization because it was submitted by 

May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objectives of Removal of hazardous, dead, and/or 

dying trees; and Removal of vegetation for community defensible space. I further find that issuance of 

a suspension authorization in this case would serve the purpose of expediting critical fuels reduction 

activities and that Applicant’s compliance with the EPP in conducting the Project will protect public 

health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the State Water Resources Control Board or appropriate Regional Water Board and the 
following laws within the jurisdiction of the California Air Resources Board:  

• California Water Code, § 13160, and all regulations pursuant to that section; requires an
applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity which may result in any
discharge to navigable waters to file an application for a water quality certification from the
appropriate Regional Water Board or the State Water Board.

• California Water Code, § 13260, and regulations pursuant to that section; requires that any
person discharging waste, or proposing to discharge waste, within any region that could affect
the quality of waters of the state shall file with the appropriate Regional Water Board a report
of the discharge.

• Cal. Code Regs., tit. 17, §§ 80100-80330; establishing smoke management guidelines for
agricultural and prescribed burning.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/44774e7d2cb1438ca901a38793e2fdec
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/44774e7d2cb1438ca901a38793e2fdec


Suspension Approved by: 

March 25, 2026 

Yana Garcia, Secretary 
California Environmental Protection Agency  Date 

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CNRA 

I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension authorization because it was submitted by 
May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objectives of Removal of hazardous, dead, and/or 
dying trees; and Removal of vegetation for community defensible space. I further find that issuance of 
a suspension authorization in this case would serve the purpose of expediting critical fuels reduction 
activities and that Applicant’s compliance with the EPP in conducting the Project will protect public 
health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the following agencies:  

• California Fish and Game Code (FGC) § 86 where “Take” shall be avoided. Take is defined as
to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.

• FGC § 1600 et seq.; Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement, notification of significant
alteration to stream channel, bank, or bed.

• FGC § 1900 et seq.; Native Plant Protection Act.
• FGC § 1927 et seq.; Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act.
• FGC § 2000; Taking is unlawful except as provided.
• FGC § 3503 and § 3503.5; Protection for bird nests and eggs and birds of prey.
• FGC § 3511; California Fully Protected Birds.
• FGC § 3513; California Migratory Bird Protection Act.
• FGC § 4700; California Fully Protected Mammals.
• FGC § 5050; California Fully Protected Reptiles and Amphibians.
• FGC § 5515; California Fully Protected Fish.
• FGC §§ 5650 and 5652; Deposition of deleterious material into waters of the state.
• FGC § 5901; Fish passage.
• FGC § 5937; Sufficient water for fish.
• FGC § 5948; Obstruction of streams.
• FGC §§ 2050-2115.5: California Endangered Species Act; prohibition of the take of any

species of wildlife designated as endangered, threatened, or candidates for listing.
• Public Resources Code §§ 30000-30900: California Coastal Act
• Public Resources Code §§ 21000-21189.91: California Environmental Quality Act
• All regulations implementing the code sections identified above.



Suspension Approved by: 

Keali’i Bright, Undersecretary March 30, 2026 

California Natural Resources Agency Date 



 

Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

 
Wade Crowfoot 

Secretary for Natural Resources 
 

Yana Garcia 
Secretary for Environmental Protection 

 

 

 
 
Date:   June 2, 2026 
Project No.: 70fbb905-9d10-4dbf-8a31-b40f8e3a8bf2 – Pedro Point Headlands Wildfire Resilience 

Project 
 

SECRETARIAL SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 
 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
On March 1, 2025, Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency to exist in the State of 
California due to the catastrophic wildfire risks created by forest conditions across the state. It was 
extended by Executive Order N-38-25, signed on December 31, 2025. The Proclamation suspends 
state statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the jurisdictions of the boards, 
departments, and offices within the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the 
California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) to the extent necessary for expediting certain critical 
fuels reduction projects. It requires individuals or entities who desire to conduct such activities under 
the suspension to request that the appropriate agency secretary, or the secretary’s designee, make a 
determination that the proposed activities are eligible to be conducted under this suspension. (That 
determination is referred to herein as the “secretarial suspension authorization” or “suspension 
authorization.”) The Secretary for CalEPA and the Secretary for CNRA must use sound discretion to 
ensure that the secretarial suspension authorization serves the purpose of accelerating critical fuels 
reduction projects, while at the same time protecting public health and the environment.  
 
The Proclamation further provides that critical fuels reduction projects are eligible for a suspension 

authorization only if they are initiated and if they include as a primary objective at least one of the 

following activities (“permissible primary objective”): removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; 

removal of vegetation for the creation of strategic fuel breaks as identified by approved fire prevention 

plans, including without limitation CAL FIRE Unit Fire Plans or Community Wildfire Preparedness 

Plans; removal of vegetation for community defensible space; removal of vegetation along roadways, 

highways, and freeways for the creation of safer ingress and egress routes for the public and 

responders and to reduce roadside ignitions; removal of vegetation using cultural traditional 

ecological knowledge for cultural burning and/or prescribed fire treatments for fuels reduction; or 

maintenance of previously-established fuel breaks or fuels modification projects. 

The Proclamation further requires that any activities performed under the suspension be in 

accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan describing how such actions will balance 

expeditious fuels reduction and environmental protection. The Statewide Fuels Reduction 

Environmental Protection Plan was developed by CalEPA, CNRA, the California Air Resources 

Board, the California Coastal Commission, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the State 

Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

(each a Regional Water Board), the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the California 

Geological Survey, to apply to fuels reduction projects granted a secretarial suspension authorization. 

The EPP is appropriate for application to certain fuels reduction activities. It specifies methods 

https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf


intended to allow the fuels reduction activities to continue without delay while still preserving the intent 

of the suspended laws and protecting the environment.  

Erin Andrew (Applicant) has submitted a request for a suspension authorization (Application) on 

December 21, 2025. Applicant has included a description of the work, a description of treatment 

activities, a long term maintenance/retreatment plan and included a project map. The activities 

described in the Application are hereinafter referred to as the Project. The information contained in 

the Applicant’s Application is hereby incorporated by reference. 

CONDITIONS OF SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 

The suspension of laws set forth below is conditioned on the following: 

1. Applicability: This suspension authorization applies only to the Project. It does not

apply to any activities not set forth in the Application. This suspension authorization

does not alter any requirements imposed by any law not specifically identified herein,

including local and federal laws, and any material modification of or departure from the

Project described in your Application may independently trigger obligations under the

state laws identified in this authorization.

2. EPP:

• The Project must be conducted in conformance with the EPP. This suspension

authorization is only valid to the extent the Applicant and individuals conducting

Project Activities comply with the EPP. Failure to comply with the EPP, and with

any applicable federal and non-suspended state and local environmental laws

and regulations, may result in an enforcement action by CalEPA departments

and/or CNRA departments.

• Staff of the State Water Board, appropriate Regional Water Board, California Air

Resources Board, California Coastal Commission, the California Department of

Fish and Wildlife, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the

California Geological Survey will have the opportunity to inspect operations and

verify proper implementation of best management practices and other measures

set forth in the EPP. Inspections may occur throughout the life of the project and

within eight months of filing a Notice of Completion to the State. Staff will ensure

they provide reasonable notice to the applicant for all site visits. Applicant must

work with staff to ensure access is granted.

• The EPP may be amended at any time during planning or implementation of

project activities. The Project must be conducted in conformance with the then-

applicable EPP. If such amendment occurs, CNRA and CalEPA will notify all

applicants of such changes.

3. Qualified Responsible Party:

• All Project work must be conducted by or under the direction of a qualified

responsible party, such as a Registered Professional Forester, Certified

Rangeland Manager, qualified vegetation management contractor, qualified

incident commander, certified arborist, certified burn boss and/or authorized

cultural burner.

• If no qualified responsible party was listed in the Application, or the Applicant

substitutes a different or adds additional qualified party/parties, Applicant must

submit a Notice of Qualified Responsible Party prior to commencement of on-the- 

ground work.



4. Landowner Consent: Applicant must have a legal entitlement to enter the property or

consent of landowner of record.

5. Commencement and termination of on-the-ground project activities:

• On the ground fuel project activities must commence no later than October 15,

2026.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Commencement to CalEPA, CNRA, and the

applicable CAL FIRE unit prior to commencing on-the-ground project activities

and specifying the date on which on-the-ground project activities will actually

commence. Ideally, this will be the same date set forth in the Application. The

Notice of Commencement must set forth the target completion date.

• Operations should conclude no later than 2 years after commencement of on-

the-ground project activities.

• In the event operations will not conclude before the target completion date

identified in the Notice of Commencement, Applicant must submit of a Notice of

Amended Completion Date prior to the previously identified target completion

date.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Completion promptly after on-the-ground work

has been completed. The Notice of Termination will specify the date on which on-

the-ground project activities concluded and identify the total acres treated.

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CALEPA 

I, Alana Mathews, Deputy Secretary for Law Enforcement and General Counsel, have been 
delegated authority by Secretary for Environmental Protection Yana Garcia, to issue suspension 
authorizations where appropriate. I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension 
authorization because it was submitted by May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objective(s) 
of removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; removal of vegetation for community defensible 
space. I further find that issuance of a suspension authorization in this case would serve the purpose 
of expediting critical fuels reduction activities and that Applicant’s compliance with the EPP in 
conducting the Project will protect public health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the State Water Resources Control Board or appropriate Regional Water Board and the 
following laws within the jurisdiction of the California Air Resources Board:  

• California Water Code, § 13160, and all regulations pursuant to that section; requires an
applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity which may result in any
discharge to navigable waters to file an application for a water quality certification from the
appropriate Regional Water Board or the State Water Board.

• California Water Code, § 13260, and regulations pursuant to that section; requires that any
person discharging waste, or proposing to discharge waste, within any region that could affect
the quality of waters of the state shall file with the appropriate Regional Water Board a report
of the discharge.

• Cal. Code Regs., tit. 17, §§ 80100-80330; establishing smoke management guidelines for
agricultural and prescribed burning.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/44774e7d2cb1438ca901a38793e2fdec
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Suspension Approved by: 

6/4/2026 

Alana Mathews, Deputy Secretary for Law Enforcement and General Counsel 
California Environmental Protection Agency    Date 

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CNRA 

I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension authorization because it was submitted by 
May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objective(s) of removal of hazardous, dead, and/or 
dying trees; removal of vegetation for community defensible space. I further find that issuance of a 
suspension authorization in this case would serve the purpose of expediting critical fuels reduction 
activities and that Applicant’s compliance with the EPP in conducting the Project will protect public 
health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the following agencies:  

• California Fish and Game Code (FGC) § 86 where “Take” shall be avoided. Take is defined as
to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.

• FGC § 1600 et seq.; Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement, notification of significant
alteration to stream channel, bank, or bed.

• FGC § 1900 et seq.; Native Plant Protection Act.
• FGC § 1927 et seq.; Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act.
• FGC § 2000; Taking is unlawful except as provided.
• FGC § 3503 and § 3503.5; Protection for bird nests and eggs and birds of prey.
• FGC § 3511; California Fully Protected Birds.
• FGC § 3513; California Migratory Bird Protection Act.
• FGC § 4700; California Fully Protected Mammals.
• FGC § 5050; California Fully Protected Reptiles and Amphibians.
• FGC § 5515; California Fully Protected Fish.
• FGC §§ 5650 and 5652; Deposition of deleterious material into waters of the state.
• FGC § 5901; Fish passage.
• FGC § 5937; Sufficient water for fish.
• FGC § 5948; Obstruction of streams.
• FGC §§ 2050-2115.5: California Endangered Species Act; prohibition of the take of any

species of wildlife designated as endangered, threatened, or candidates for listing.
• Public Resources Code §§ 30000-30900: California Coastal Act
• Public Resources Code §§ 21000-21189.91: California Environmental Quality Act
• All regulations implementing the code sections identified above.



Suspension Approved by: 

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary  June 12, 2026 

California Natural Resources Agency Date 
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Date:   April 1, 2026 
Project No.: 089ba89a-a2e2-43ad-862e-c65896829764 - San Mateo Resource Conservation District 

Highway 1 Fuel Break Project. 

SECRETARIAL SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 

BACKGROUND 

On March 1, 2025, Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency to exist in the State of 
California due to the catastrophic wildfire risks created by forest conditions across the state. It was 
extended by Executive Order N-38-25, signed on December 31, 2025. The Proclamation suspends 
state statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the jurisdictions of the boards, 
departments, and offices within the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the 
California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) to the extent necessary for expediting certain critical 
fuels reduction projects. It requires individuals or entities who desire to conduct such activities under 
the suspension to request that the appropriate agency secretary, or the secretary’s designee, make a 
determination that the proposed activities are eligible to be conducted under this suspension. (That 
determination is referred to herein as the “secretarial suspension authorization” or “suspension 
authorization.”) The Secretary for CalEPA and the Secretary for CNRA must use sound discretion to 
ensure that the secretarial suspension authorization serves the purpose of accelerating critical fuels 
reduction projects, while at the same time protecting public health and the environment.  

The Proclamation further provides that critical fuels reduction projects are eligible for a suspension 

authorization only if they are initiated and if they include as a primary objective at least one of the 

following activities (“permissible primary objective”): removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; 

removal of vegetation for the creation of strategic fuel breaks as identified by approved fire prevention 

plans, including without limitation CAL FIRE Unit Fire Plans or Community Wildfire Preparedness 

Plans; removal of vegetation for community defensible space; removal of vegetation along roadways, 

highways, and freeways for the creation of safer ingress and egress routes for the public and 

responders and to reduce roadside ignitions; removal of vegetation using cultural traditional 

ecological knowledge for cultural burning and/or prescribed fire treatments for fuels reduction; or 

maintenance of previously-established fuel breaks or fuels modification projects. 

The Proclamation further requires that any activities performed under the suspension be in 

accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan describing how such actions will balance 

expeditious fuels reduction and environmental protection. The Statewide Fuels Reduction 

Environmental Protection Plan was developed by CalEPA, CNRA, the California Air Resources 

Board, the California Coastal Commission, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the State 

Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

(each a Regional Water Board), the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the California 

Geological Survey, to apply to fuels reduction projects granted a secretarial suspension authorization. 

The EPP is appropriate for application to certain fuels reduction activities. It specifies methods 

https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CA-Fuels-Reduction-Environmental-Protection-Plan-2025-12-31.pdf


intended to allow the fuels reduction activities to continue without delay while still preserving the intent 

of the suspended laws and protecting the environment.  

Erin Andrew (Applicant) has submitted a request for a suspension authorization (Application) on 

December 22, 2025. Applicant has included a description of the work, a description of treatment 

activities, a long term maintenance/retreatment plan and included a project map. The activities 

described in the Application are hereinafter referred to as the Project. The information contained in 

the Applicant’s Application is hereby incorporated by reference. 

CONDITIONS OF SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION 

The suspension of laws set forth below is conditioned on the following: 

1. Applicability: This suspension authorization applies only to the Project. It does not

apply to any activities not set forth in the Application. This suspension authorization

does not alter any requirements imposed by any law not specifically identified herein,

including local and federal laws, and any material modification of or departure from the

Project described in your Application may independently trigger obligations under the

state laws identified in this authorization.

2. EPP:

• The Project must be conducted in conformance with the EPP. This suspension

authorization is only valid to the extent the Applicant and individuals conducting

Project Activities comply with the EPP. Failure to comply with the EPP, and with

any applicable federal and non-suspended state and local environmental laws

and regulations, may result in an enforcement action by CalEPA departments

and/or CNRA departments.

• Staff of the State Water Board, appropriate Regional Water Board, California Air

Resources Board, California Coastal Commission, the California Department of

Fish and Wildlife, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and the

California Geological Survey will have the opportunity to inspect operations and

verify proper implementation of best management practices and other measures

set forth in the EPP. Inspections may occur throughout the life of the project and

within eight months of filing a Notice of Completion to the State. Staff will ensure

they provide reasonable notice to the applicant for all site visits. Applicant must

work with staff to ensure access is granted.

• The EPP may be amended at any time during planning or implementation of

project activities. The Project must be conducted in conformance with the then-

applicable EPP. If such amendment occurs, CNRA and CalEPA will notify all

applicants of such changes.

3. Qualified Responsible Party:

• All Project work must be conducted by or under the direction of a qualified

responsible party, such as a Registered Professional Forester, Certified

Rangeland Manager, qualified vegetation management contractor, qualified

incident commander, certified arborist, certified burn boss and/or authorized

cultural burner.

• If no qualified responsible party was listed in the Application, or the Applicant

substitutes a different or adds additional qualified party/parties, Applicant must

submit a Notice of Qualified Responsible Party prior to commencement of on-the- 

ground work.



4. Landowner Consent: Applicant must have a legal entitlement to enter the property or

consent of landowner of record.

5. Commencement and termination of on-the-ground project activities:

• On the ground fuel project activities must commence no later than October 15,

2026.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Commencement to CalEPA, CNRA, and the

applicable CAL FIRE unit prior to commencing on-the-ground project activities

and specifying the date on which on-the-ground project activities will actually

commence. Ideally, this will be the same date set forth in the Application. The

Notice of Commencement must set forth the target completion date.

• Operations should conclude no later than 2 years after commencement of on-

the-ground project activities.

• In the event operations will not conclude before the target completion date

identified in the Notice of Commencement, Applicant must submit of a Notice of

Amended Completion Date prior to the previously identified target completion

date.

• Applicant must submit a Notice of Completion promptly after on-the-ground work

has been completed. The Notice of Termination will specify the date on which on-

the-ground project activities concluded and identify the total acres treated.

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CALEPA 

I, Alana Mathews, Deputy Secretary for Law Enforcement and General Counsel, have been 
delegated authority by Secretary for Environmental Protection Yana Garcia, to issue suspension 
authorizations where appropriate. I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension 
authorization because it was submitted by May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objectives of 
removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying trees; removal of vegetation along roadways, highways, 
and freeways for the creation of safer ingress and egress routes for the public and responders and to 
reduce roadside ignition. I further find that issuance of a suspension authorization in this case would 
serve the purpose of expediting critical fuels reduction activities and that Applicant’s compliance with 
the EPP in conducting the Project will protect public health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the State Water Resources Control Board or appropriate Regional Water Board and the 
following laws within the jurisdiction of the California Air Resources Board:  

• California Water Code, § 13160, and all regulations pursuant to that section; requires an
applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity which may result in any
discharge to navigable waters to file an application for a water quality certification from the
appropriate Regional Water Board or the State Water Board.

• California Water Code, § 13260, and regulations pursuant to that section; requires that any
person discharging waste, or proposing to discharge waste, within any region that could affect
the quality of waters of the state shall file with the appropriate Regional Water Board a report
of the discharge.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/44774e7d2cb1438ca901a38793e2fdec
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/44774e7d2cb1438ca901a38793e2fdec


• Cal. Code Regs., tit. 17, §§ 80100-80330; establishing smoke management guidelines for
agricultural and prescribed burning.

Suspension Approved by: 

April 2, 2026 

Alana Mathews, Deputy Secretary for Law Enforcement and General Counsel 
California Environmental Protection Agency    Date 

SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION BY CNRA 

I find that Applicant’s Project is eligible for a suspension authorization because it was submitted by 
May 1, 2026, and has the permissible primary objectives of removal of hazardous, dead, and/or dying 
trees; removal of vegetation along roadways, highways, and freeways for the creation of safer ingress 
and egress routes for the public and responders and to reduce roadside ignition. I further find that 
issuance of a suspension authorization in this case would serve the purpose of expediting critical 
fuels reduction activities and that Applicant’s compliance with the EPP in conducting the Project will 
protect public health and the environment.  

Based on the foregoing, I find that the Project is eligible to be conducted under the suspension 
authorized by the Proclamation. This suspension authorization, however, is conditioned on 
compliance with the conditions listed above. In the exercise of my discretion under the Proclamation, I 
hereby authorize the Project to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the following laws within the 
jurisdiction of the following agencies:  

• California Fish and Game Code (FGC) § 86 where “Take” shall be avoided. Take is defined as
to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.

• FGC § 1600 et seq.; Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement, notification of significant
alteration to stream channel, bank, or bed.

• FGC § 1900 et seq.; Native Plant Protection Act.
• FGC § 1927 et seq.; Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act.
• FGC § 2000; Taking is unlawful except as provided.
• FGC § 3503 and § 3503.5; Protection for bird nests and eggs and birds of prey.
• FGC § 3511; California Fully Protected Birds.
• FGC § 3513; California Migratory Bird Protection Act.
• FGC § 4700; California Fully Protected Mammals.
• FGC § 5050; California Fully Protected Reptiles and Amphibians.
• FGC § 5515; California Fully Protected Fish.
• FGC §§ 5650 and 5652; Deposition of deleterious material into waters of the state.
• FGC § 5901; Fish passage.
• FGC § 5937; Sufficient water for fish.
• FGC § 5948; Obstruction of streams.
• FGC §§ 2050-2115.5: California Endangered Species Act; prohibition of the take of any

species of wildlife designated as endangered, threatened, or candidates for listing.
• Public Resources Code §§ 30000-30900: California Coastal Act
• Public Resources Code §§ 21000-21189.91: California Environmental Quality Act



• All regulations implementing the code sections identified above.

Suspension Approved by: 

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary  April 10, 2026 

California Natural Resources Agency Date 
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